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Ship-Tour to the island Dia / Prefecture Iraklion V@D IMITRIOSAN

Kri-kri: the Cretan goat (or Cretan ibex; Agrimi)Capra aegagrus creticus]

The islandDia [Aw] (once conspicuous by its Cretan goats Kri-krijoisated 4.3 miles away from the harbour of
Gouves[T'ovfec]. There are now many shipping lines offering dagstto the island betwedBouvesandMalia
[Mdra] (especially inChersonissogXepodvnooc] — Euro 30,- per person). Unfortunately these s@ane usually
inappropriate for an island exploration; 3 Houes/é&l time (back and forth); 2 Hours “bay anchorthwiime for
swimming (around the boat) and “Mixed Grill” on iddeave little time (maximum 1-2 hours) for a resbnd
investigation.

For example you need around 30 minutes fromigeport “St. George” to the ruins of an old Veneti@ahapel;
1958 a new Chapel, dedicated to St. George, has ésablished in their immediate vicinity. In 19F&cques
Cousteau with "Calypso" quested closdia the sunken "Atlantis"; he has not found Atlankist an old Minoan
Harbour. The Minoan civilization dbia (like in Crete) was probably destroyed around 1B&0by the volcanic
eruption ofSantorini Island with its effects (earthquakes, giant oceanes, etc.). Today the island is a nature
reserve for rare birds and primarily for the wilduntain goat¥ri Kri; of which unfortunately none are more on
the island. A resulting crossbreed population (frdemestic goats andri Kri) has been deliberately "removed"
during the last 3 years (of those some could sagmselves in higher situated caves) to later satgenetically
pureKri Kri population orDia (once the last yet very few crossbreed animalSaway").
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The figure left shows a Canyon in the South ofititend DIA, in its extension line the small lighthouse is oe ffreak. Figure
right shows a cave just above the waterline, ag dine often on the South coast of the island, aalein the area of "Pirate
Bay". These caves are only accessible "from thentat Photos: U. Kluge (21.07.2004)

Kri-kri: the Cretan goat

The most famous and largest wild mammal of Creteilid
goat, also namedgimi or Kri Kri. 10,000 Years ago goats
were domesticated and already after the Neolithocight to
Crete by the Minoans. Thagimi is repeatedly shown on
Minoan seals. In the last century it was preserllitCretan
Mountains - today it is unfortunately only on p@stts (or in
the municipal park of Hania, which is hosting a Brdao).

Kri Kri is a separate breed of Bezoar ibex in Asia, tHd wi
principal form of domestic goat. It is larger théwe domestic
goat. Both sexes have a very conspicuous bent éadkn-
ward, strongly compressed horns, its front edgeaigow
and has a few, separated from each other, humgshdim
of male animals is much bigger and stronger trathed the
females. The body length of animals is 1.30 m dmart
shoulder height up to 80 cm. Their coat is brownhwa
black line passing from the neck to the tail. Tharals leap
capability is notable with more than 10 m. Thewlia loose
associations, where however the males outside #@wngn
are loner.

Finally some tips for those who plan a ship-toubia:

Calculate alternative date; from wind force 6 thgs may not leave the port, which means your gogiar is

postponed until the next day, or the day after, ednd this decides usually only 10 minutes betbeescheduled
expiry. Despite the “Mixed Grill” on board you sHdyplan your own catering, except chips and coldidy;, you

have no other shopping on board. It is also immbrti@ first ask about the return transfer and fyradree it (if you

are from another location to the port of discharg#)erwise you wait in vain for an collector.
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